
R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

The St. Gerald Voice

 
             January 8, 2023                    THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

A Servant Church

of the Archdiocese of Detroit

 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
 

MASS SCHEDULE
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.

Sunday:  8:30 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
and 12:00 Noon

 
Weekday Mass

Monday, Tuesday, Friday
9:15 a.m.

Thursday Evening:  7:00 p.m.
 

RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays:  3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Gerald Roman Catholic

Church is a welcoming, inclusive
parish striving to be a reflection

of Christ.  Guided by the Holy
Spirit, we are dedicated to

strengthening our faith through  
reverent and uplifting worship,

serving those in need, and living
the fullness of the Gospel with all

God's people.
 

21300 FARMINGTON ROAD, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN     48336
Phone:  248-477-7470       Fax:  248-477-3878       Website:  stgeraldparish.org
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WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS second sunday
in ordinary time 

 For
Edward Weberlein

Requested by 
Dennis & Sharon Weberlein 

Lector

     8:30 AM                     January 15      Fr. Briffa

      10:15 AM                   January 15      Fr. Kris

 For
Florence Murray

Requested by 
Victor Winiarski

 Lector

For
Peter Zanotti
Requested by 

Armanda Zanotti
 Lector

     12:00 PM                    January 15     Fr. Kris

 For
All Our 

Parishioners
 Lector

January 15, 2023 

January 9 - January 13
 
 

Monday  9:15 AM
Gerald Ackerman

Requested by 
Ron and Gloria Bozak

 
Tuesday  9:15 AM

Frank Adams
Requested by Geri Adams

 
​Wednesday - No Mass

 
Thursday  7:00 PM 

Robert Koenig
Requested by Family 

 
​Friday  9:15 AM

Phyllis Giertych
Requested by Liz Vallespir

 

Readings for Week
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            Liturgical Publications, Inc.

(For a list of readings and/or to have them sent to
your email;  go to http://www.usccb.org/nab)

Monday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9
   -10 (11b)/Mt 3:13-17
Tuesday:  Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 1:21-28
    or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12/Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28
Wednesday:  Heb 2:14-18Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9//Mk 
   1:29-39
Thursday:  Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/Mk 1:40-45
Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8/Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:  Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17
Next Sunday:  Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-
   3/Jn 1:29-34

Those who wish to give  online for the New Year's  can  
donate online  through January 8th.  Thank you for your  
generosity!

Scott Horsburgh

Candy Rosowski

Paul Radzilowski

Diane Blankenship

      5:00 PM                     January 14     Fr. Briffa

 St. Gerald Online Giving 
Online Giving of Donations through Simple Give is available  
and simple to use.  Please visit our Parish Website at  
stgeraldparish.org and click on Online Giving to get started  
or call the Parish Office for instructions.  
 

If you prefer to give by check or cash, collection baskets are  
located in the back of the church for your weekly donation  
or you may drop your donation in the Parish Office.  Thank  
you for your continued support of St. Gerald Parish.

 Offertory Snapshot
Actual Offertory for Weekend of 12/25/2022 . . . . . . . . .
 
Budget Offertory for Weekend of 12/25/2022 . . . . . . . .
 
Year-to-date Actual Offertory as of 12/25/2022 . . . . . . .
 
Year-to-date Budget Offertory as of  12/25/2022 . . . . . .

   $4,895.00
 
   $8,105.00 
 
$206,920.00
 
$210,742.00 

Christmas Collection
Christmas Actual . . .   $30,408.00
Christmas Budget . . . $40,000.00
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T H E  E P I P H A N Y  O F  T H E  L O R D
Reading I                                                    Is 60:1-6
 
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has  
come,  the glory of the Lord shines upon you.   See,  
darkness covers the earth,  and thick clouds cover  
the peoples;  but upon you the LORD shines,  and  
over you appears his glory.    Nations shall walk by  
your light, and kings by your shining radiance.  Raise  
your eyes and look about; they all gather and come  
to you:  your sons come from afar,  and your  
daughters in the arms of their nurses.
 
Then you shall be radiant at what you see,  your  
heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the  
sea shall be emptied out before you,  the wealth of  
nations shall be brought to you.  Caravans of camels  
shall fill you,  dromedaries from Midian and  
Ephah;  all from Sheba shall come  bearing gold and  
frankincense,  and proclaiming the praises of the  
LORD.
 
Responsorial Psalm
 
Reading II                                         Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6
 
Brothers and sisters:
You have heard of the stewardship of God’s  
grace that was given to me for your benefit, namely,  
that the mystery was made known to me by  
revelation.    It was not made known to people in  
other generations as it has now been revealed to his  
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:    that the  
Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same  
body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus  
through the gospel.

Alleluia
 
Gospel                                                          Mt 2:1-12
 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of  
King Herod,  behold, magi from the east arrived in  
Jerusalem, saying,  “Where is the newborn king of the  
Jews?    We saw his star at its rising  and have come to do  
him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was greatly  
troubled,  and all Jerusalem with him.    Assembling all the  
chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of  
them where the Christ was to be born.  They said to him,  
“In Bethlehem of Judea,  for thus it has been written  
through the prophet:    And you, Bethlehem, land of  
Judah,  are by no means least among the rulers of  
Judah;  since from you shall come a ruler,  who is to  
shepherd my people Israel.”    Then Herod called the magi  
secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s  
appearance.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and  
search diligently for the child.  When you have found him,  
bring me word,  that I too may go and do him  
homage.”    After their audience with the king they set  
out.   And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising  
preceded them,  until it came and stopped over the place  
where the child was.    They were overjoyed at seeing the  
star,  and on entering the house  they saw the child with  
Mary his mother.  They prostrated themselves and did him  
homage.    Then they opened their treasures  and offered  
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.    And having  
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  they  
departed for their country by another way.

 

 We Pray For The Repose of the Souls Of
 

Elizabeth Ann Carlesimo
+

September 9, 1933
December 16, 2022 

 

and 
 

John J. Carlesimo
+ 

June 18, 1928
December 27, 2022 

 

and 
 

Josephine  Rose Obidzinski
+

February 3, 1927
December 22, 2022 

 

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Elizabeth, John and Josephine
O Lord,  And May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them.

 Happy New Year and Thank You to  
everyone who contributes 

in any way in making 
St. Gerald Church the wonderful 

“Parish Family” we are.
 

Thank you also, for the gifts given to our  
staff and me this Christmas.  May the  

blessings of the Christ Child fill your hearts 
and lives in 2023. 

God bless all of you.  Fr. Kris
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Feeling Ill?
If you have a fever or cough or are not feeling well,  
please stay home until you feel better. Remember it  
is not a sin to miss Mass

2023 Calendars
2023 Calendars are here.  Please pick one up as you leave  
church.  They are located on the table in the main entrance of  
the church.

Kim Weigold
Marie Bolivar
Dan Murphy
Bill Croitori 

 Maria Rea 
 Kimberly Plonka
Joan Goniea
Pauline Plasencia

 "Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope,  
where everyone is welcomed, loved and forgiven."

Pope Francis 

Parish Membership
At St. Gerald we welcome all and  
encourage anyone 18 years of age and  
older to become registered members of  
the Parish.  Registration is a simple  
process that is done at the Parish Office  
during office hours 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM  
Monday through Thursday or by picking  
up a Registration form located on the  
book shelf in the gathering space of the  
church and sliding a completed form  
under the Parish Office door.  Keeping our  
records current is also important.  If you  
have a change of address, phone number  
or email address, please call the  
information into the Parish Office at 248- 
477-7470.  If you are moving from our  
parish, please let us know.

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding Of Scripture
A friend of mine is a young priest who teaches high school  
physics at a Catholic boys’ prep school. Like many today, the  
boys often think science and religion are enemies. So, he  
delights in their raised eyebrows when he reminds them his  
first full-time job as a priest was to be an astrophysicist. He  
cataloged the size, shape, and matter of distant stars. He tells  
them, “Science gave me more love for God, not less.”
 

The Magi were something like scientist-astronomers. Like  
today’s scientists, they employed disciplined methods of  
discovering dependable patterns in the world. Their rigorous  
commitment to the truth led them to the joy of discovering  
Jesus. Their love for knowledge leads them to worship the  
Source of all knowledge. Luke says of them, “They were  
overjoyed at seeing the star.”
 

We may see the universe as cold and empty and feel sad. But  
why should we do that? The Magi, like my priest-friend, show  
us there is another way to experience the world. We use our  
intelligence to discover the beautiful patterns in the world — in  
mathematics, physics, astronomy, biology, neuroscience, and  
so on — and allow this to lead us to greater love for God. So,  
my fellow Magi: the world needs us to be overjoyed at finding  
God in science and, finally and fully, in Jesus. 
— Father John Muir  ©LPi

Everyday Stewardship - Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
The story of the Wise Men bringing gifts to Jesus, the newborn King, is a great one, isn’t it? They had a great  
big star in the sky to lead the way. I am no Boy Scout, so I am not sure how well I would do following a star  
like that. But the important point here is that God led them to the manger. The manger was a place that  
unless God specifically showed you this was where the Christ Child was born you wouldn’t have believed it.  
You would have passed on by.
 

In our lives, there are no big stars in the sky leading us where we need to go. It isn’t so easy sometimes  
discerning where God is leading us. We may seek to use our gifts wisely, but in what manner and to what end  
is not always clear.
 

This is where prayer can make a huge difference. If we seek to cultivate a prayer life where we are mindful of  
the presence of God throughout our day, then the call is easier to discern. We can help the process by  
intentionally offering to God in the morning the entirety of the day to come: all our actions, all our time, and  
all our decisions. In the evening, we can examine the past hours of the day and reflect on when we  
responded well to Christ’s call and when we fell short. Then we resolve to begin again tomorrow, inviting  
Christ to be with us every step of the way. God may not offer a star in the sky to lead us, but if we invite us  
on our journey each day, the path will be much clearer.

Pray For Our Sick:
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GOSPEL  
MEDITATION

(Practicing) Catholic - Recognize God In Your  
Ordinary Moments

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Faith and Fear
When I was little, you could tell I believed in the 
destructive power of the monsters who lived 
beneath my bed because I would never let my ankles 
anywhere near the bottom of the mattress. (It’s 
common knowledge that bare ankles are premium 
monster bait — ask any child you know).   You can 
often tell what a person believes by what they fear.
 
But here’s the thing: belief isn’t always enough. It’s 
obvious that Herod believed in Christ’s power 
because of how terrified he was by it and by the 
room he made in his life for the possible impact of 
the Messiah. In fact, if belief was the only measure of 
orthodoxy, you could stand most modern Christians 
next to Herod and he would tower above them.
 
Remember, there’s something just as bad as 
disobeying God: discounting Him. I know I am guilty 
of that in a thousand small ways each day. In the 
person I ignore or the opinion I sneer at. In the 
unkind words I let roll from my tongue. In the 
prayers of thanksgiving that I don’t say because I am 
“too busy.”
 
I believe in God, but I do not fear Him — mostly 
because my very modern understanding of the 
concept of “fear” would lump God in with those 
monsters beneath my bed.
 
But what if we understood fear in a more traditional 
sense — awe, reverence, and wonder? “All kings shall 
pay him homage, all nations shall serve him.” — Psalm 
72:11
 
When Herod heard the news of the coming of the 
Messiah, it compelled him to do something. Not the 
right thing, mind you, but something. It moved him 
into action.
 
So, then, it should move us all.
We saw his star at its rising, and have come to do 
him homage. — Matthew 2:2   ©LPi

Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast!
We are pleased to announce the date of our next Pancake Breakfast!  Please mark your calendars for Sunday,  
January 29th.  Breakfast will be available after the 8:30 and 10:15 AM Masses.  Expect our usual favorites of  
pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, sausage, applesauce and juice.  The price for all this deliciousness is your  
generous free-will donation.  Proceeds to benefit new mothers and their babies.
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 ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
Office Hours

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday thru Thursday.  Closed Friday.
(secretary at lunch 12:00 pm—12:30 pm)

 
STAFF

      Parish Office  (248) 477-7470
Reverend Krzysztof Nowak, Pastor  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 203
Mary Hoots, Administrative Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 212     
Email:  stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com
 

 All other offices dial (248) 476-7677 
Christian Services
Matthew Yokom:  Christian Service Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . x  204
      Cell:  313-205-8633
      Email:   myokom.sgp@gmail.com
 
St. Vincent de Paul   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    x 220
 
Education  
Mary Taylor:  Director Religious  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 201
      Email:  marytaylor.sgp@gmail.com
 
Music  Ministry
Mary Melonio:  Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x  222
      Cell:  734-578-4179 or Email:  mmelonio@aol.com
Worship Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x 202
Norma Battel                
       Email:  stgeraldworship@gmail.com
 
Youth Ministry
Gerryanna Luscri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x  208
      Email:  gerryanna.youthministry@gmail.com
 
Maintenance                                                                Accountant
 Tom Kruger                                                                    Kim Smith

 
 SACRAMENTS

 
Rite of Reconciliation:                                                 Sacrament of the Sick:
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30PM                                    Please call the office.
 
 
Baptism:
Please be aware that first time parents must attend a short baptism prep class prior to  
the baptism of their child. Arrangements for baptism may be made by calling the Parish  
Office.
 
Matrimony:
St. Gerald Parish is pleased to marry registered parishioners and their children.  
Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of the wedding date. Please  
call the Parish Office.
 
Registration of new members:
Please see Fr. Kris after Mass or call the Parish Office. Registration forms are located on  
the shelf in the classroom hallway and the gathering space of the church for your  
convenience. After you fill it out, just give it to Fr. Kris or drop it off in the Parish Office.  
Thank you!
 
RCIA: Would you or someone you know want to become a full member of the Catholic  
Church? Please call Fr. Kris (248) 477-7470 for more information.

 
WE WELCOME YOU TO ST. GERALD CATHOLIC PARISH!

 
If you are new to the area, we look forward to meeting you personally. If you have not  
been active in the practice of the Catholic faith, we encourage you to return. If a  
previous marriage has kept you from receiving the Sacraments, we invite you to call the  
rectory at 248-477-7470. In many cases, Fr. Kris can work with you to find a favorable  
solution.
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knights korner

Awards
Our Council has been  recognized with the "Star Council" award from the Knights of Columbus several years  
in a row for excellence in achieving local and organizational goals.  Special thanks to past Grand Knight Frank  
Gariepy, who led our Council's winning effort.  Our latest Knight of the Month is Peter Becks, who always is  
there when we need help with our various activities.  Thanks Peter!

Our past Grand Knight, receiving the Star Council award from our District Deputy, Gary  
Malia.  In addition, Individual Star Award pins were conferred by District Deputy Gary  
Malia at the December 20th general meeting to PGK Frank Gariepy and Program  
Director Scott Horsburgh.  Malia is holding the pin for Membership Director Rich Smith  
who was unable to attend the meeting.  It is the sixth Star Award for Smith who as Grand  
Knight led the Council to it's first three.  It is the seventh Star Award for our Council. 

Knight Peter Becks (on right) receiving the Knight of the Month Award from current Grand  
Knight Terry Grabinski.

Want to know more about the Knights of Columbus or how to become a Knight?  Please  
call Rich Smith, our Membership Director, at (313) 421-0204.



WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren
313-278-0380

25685 W. 10 Mile Rd
248-356-7625

www.monuments1947.com$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
248-213-9248 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home

Farmington’s Catholic and Family Owned
 Funeral Home since 1850

Traditional Funerals, Cremation & Memorial Services

	 23720 Farmington Rd
	 Downtown Farmington

	 248-474-5200
	 Parish Members

WWW.HEENEY-SUNDQUIST.COM

CHARLES STEP
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICES

Charles R. Step (2014)
Charles J. Step 
Monty S. Wulff

18425 Beech Daly Road
313-531-1888

	 2-D-3-2 	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                15-0149

Contact Dave Polansky
to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6326



	 V I K I N G
	 PLUMBING, INC.
	 All Residential 
	 Plumbing Services,
	 Drain Cleaning
 	 and Video Inspection

Call Mark Buckhave
(248) 471-5010

Licensed Master Plumber

DON’SDON’S
 PLUMBING PLUMBING
248-349-0675248-349-0675

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood

MIKE’S
PLUMBING

Complete Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Master Plumber
 MICHAEL J. WOOD
734-421-4633
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BREAKFAST • BRUNCH • LUNCH
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL

Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Limit one coupon per table. Expires 12/31/22

248-994-7388
27909 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME

33603 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48335

248.474.4131
Catholic Family Owned and Operated

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget Tree ServiceBudget Tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub Removal • Lot Clearings
Tree & Shrub Trimming • Storm Damage • Firewood

	 FREE ESTIMATES		 FREE ESTIMATES	 800-964-7785800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured


