
R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

The St. Gerald Voice

 
             December 11, 2022                        THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A Servant Church

of the Archdiocese of Detroit

 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
 

MASS SCHEDULE
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.

Sunday:  8:30 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
and 12:00 Noon

 
Weekday Mass

Monday, Tuesday, Friday
9:15 a.m.

Thursday Evening:  7:00 p.m.
 

RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays:  3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Gerald Roman Catholic

Church is a welcoming, inclusive
parish striving to be a reflection

of Christ.  Guided by the Holy
Spirit, we are dedicated to

strengthening our faith through  
reverent and uplifting worship,

serving those in need, and living
the fullness of the Gospel with all

God's people.
 

21300 FARMINGTON ROAD, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN     48336
Phone:  248-477-7470       Fax:  248-477-3878       Website:  stgeraldparish.org
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WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT 

      5:00 PM                    December 17     Fr. Roodbeen
 For

Edward Weberlein
Requested by 

Dennis & Sharon Weberlein
Lector

     8:30 AM                     December 18     Fr. Kris

     10:15 AM                     December 18    Fr. Roodbeen

 For
Ida Picano

Requested by 
Julee Berger

 Lector

For
Eglandina Valenta

Requested by 
Family

 Lector

     12:00 PM                    December 18     Fr. Kris
 For

Amedeo & Ida Picano
Requested by 

Bob and Toni Varteresian

 Lector

ST. GeRAlD ONliNe GiviNG USiNG Simple Give
Online Giving of Donations through Simple Give is  
available and simple to use.  Please visit our Parish  
Website at stgeraldparish.org and click on Online Giving  
to get started or call the Parish Office for instructions.  
Please do not go into the Archdiocese of Detroit website  
to give offertory to the church. 
 

December  18, 2022 

December 12 - December 16
 

Monday  9:15 AM
Fr. Kris and the Dobbs, Kemp,  

Trayer, Robrecht and  
Goderman Families 

Requested by C. Kemp
 

Tuesday  9:15 AM
Departed Members
of the Aon Family

Requested by Suad Kattan
 

 Wednesday - No Mass
 

Thursday  7:00 PM 
Victoria Coville

Requested by Gjerding Family 
 

 Friday  9:15 AM
Frank Adams

Requested by Stella Galea

 

Readings for Week
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            Liturgical Publications, Inc.

(For a list of readings and/or to have them sent to
your email;  go to http://www.usccb.org/nab)

 Maria Rea 
 Kimberly Plonka
Joan Goniea
Chloe Roberts

Kim Weigold
Marie Bolivar
Dan Murphy
Maria Amodeo

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt  
13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and  
23/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11- 
12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and  
13b/Lk 7:24-30
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1- 
17
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom  
1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

Those who wish to give online for Immaculate Conception  
can do so now through December 15th and for those giving  
to the Retirement Fund for Religious you can donate online  
now through December 18th.  Thank you for your generosity!

Caron Kott

Hannah Smith

Paul Radzilowski

Alice Sheehan 

Just a reminder that the Christmas collection  
is the one collection that the entire dollar  
amount remains directly here at St. Gerald  
Parish.  The rest of the donations to the parish  
throughout the year are subject to a 7%  
assessment by the Archdiocese of Detroit.  As  
always, thank you for your generous support  
and consideration.

 2023 Calendars are here.  Please pick one  
up as you leave church.  They are located on  
the table in the main entrance of the church.
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T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T
ReADiNG 1                                          iS 35:1-6A,10
The desert and the parched land will exult;  the  
steppe will rejoice and bloom.  They will bloom  
with abundant flowers,  and rejoice with joyful  
song.  The glory of Lebanon will be given to  
them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will  
see the glory of the LORD,  the splendor of our  
God.    Strengthen the hands that are feeble,  make  
firm the knees that are weak,  say to those whose  
hearts are frightened:  Be strong, fear not!  Here is  
your God,  he comes with vindication;  with divine  
recompense he comes to save you.   Then will the  
eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be  
cleared; then will the lame leap like a stag, then the  
tongue of the mute will sing.     Those whom the  
LORD has ransomed will return  and enter Zion  
singing,  crowned with everlasting joy;  they will  
meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning  
will flee.
 
ReSpONSORiAl pSAlm
 
READiNg 2                                                 Jas 5:7-10
Be patient, brothers and sisters,  until the coming  
of the Lord.    See how the farmer waits for the  
precious fruit of the earth,  being patient with  
it until it receives the early and the late rains.  You  
too must be patient.    Make your hearts  
firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do  
not complain, brothers and sisters, about one  
another,  that you may not be judged.   Behold, the  
Judge is standing before the gates.    Take as an  
example of hardship and patience, brothers and  
sisters, the prophets who spoke in the name of the  
Lord.

 AllEluiA
 
GOSpel                                                        Mt 11:2-11
When John the Baptist heard in prison of the  
works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus  
with this question,  "Are you the one who is to  
come, or should we look for another?"  Jesus said  
to them in reply, "Go and tell John what you hear  
and see:  the blind regain their sight,  the lame  
walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead  
are raised,  and the poor have the good news  
proclaimed to them.  And blessed is the one who  
takes no offense at me."    As they were going  
off,  Jesus began to speak to the crowds about  
John,  "What did you go out to the desert to  
see?  A reed swayed by the wind?  Then what did  
you go out to see?    Someone dressed in fine  
clothing?    Those who wear fine clothing are in  
royal palaces.  Then why did you go out?  To see a  
prophet?    Yes, I tell you, and more than a  
prophet.    This is the one about whom it is  
written:    Behold, I am sending my messenger  
ahead of you;  he will prepare your way before  
you.    Amen, I say to you,  among those born of  
women  there has been none greater than John  
the Baptist;  yet the least in the kingdom of  
heaven is greater than he."

Keep CHRiST iN CHRiSTmAS
It's the time of the year once again for the Knights of Columbus "Keep Christ in  
Christmas" campaign. The Knights thank you for supporting this in previous years  
by purchasing car magnets and badges for clothing, this year we have added lapel  
pins to the selection of items available. Please stop by and check these out on your  
way out of church. We greatly appreciate your free-will donation to support this  
effort. Proceeds will be donated to local charities.

ReTiRemeNT FUND FOR ReliGiOUS
This weekend is our collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  Help our elders. In good times and bad,  
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated themselves to service and acts of  
mercy. Today, they pray for an aching world. Yet years of serving for little or no pay have left their religious  
communities without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the retirement Fund for Religious helps  
provide medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Please be generous. If you would like to make a  
donation, please place your donation in the collection basket located in the back of the church. Thank you!
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OplATeK OR “CHRiSTmAS WAFeR”
Christmas Wafers (Oplatki) will be  
available on the table in the gathering  
space of the church  this weekend.  A  
freewill donation would be appreciated!   
Thank you.

 
ST. GERALD PARISH

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
2022-2023 

 

The Advent/Christmas Mass Schedule
Daily Mass—M, T, F-9:15 AM; Th-7:00 PM; First Saturday-9:15 AM

Weekend Mass— Dec.  17-18
Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM, 12 Noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24
4:00 PM Mass, 8:00 PM Choir Mass, 

and Midnight Mass
 

Christmas Day- Sunday, December 25
9:00 AM Mass  and 11:00 AM Mass

 
New Year’s Eve -  Saturday, December 31

5:00 PM Mass
 

New Year’s Day, Feast of Mary, Holy Mother of God
Sunday, January 1

 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM; 12:00 Noon Masses
 

Feast of the Epiphany
Saturday, January 7  - 5:00 PM and

Sunday, January 8 - 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM and 12 Noon Masses
 

First Friday observance-adoration, Friday,  Jan. 6
Adoration begins after the 9:15 AM Mass and 

ends at 5:00 PM with Benediction
 

First Saturday Mass
Saturday, January 7 - 9:15 AM Mass 

 
The Advent Reconciliation/Confession Schedule

Regular Reconciliation/Confession every Saturday at 3:30 PM
with the exception of Saturday, December 24 and December 31 

there will be no 3:30 PM Confession
 
 

Feeling Ill?
If you have a fever or cough or are not feeling well,  
please stay home until you feel better. Remember it  
is not a sin to miss Mass

 
GiFT ReTURN WeeKeND
Friendly Reminder  . . . . 
Christmas gifts and hat and  
mitten donations are due back  
this weekend.   Gifts are to be  
placed on the tables in the  
social hall.   Please place your  
monetary donations to St.  
Vincent de Paul in the  
collection basket located in the  
back of the church.  Thank you  
for all your generosity. Without  
your donations, none of this  
would be possible.

SAVE the DATE!
Join us for our annual Christmas Caroling  
event.  We will be singing at the main  
church entrance between Masses on  
Sunday, December 18th.  Meet us at 9:15  
AM to share holiday cheer with others  
through song.  We will continue singing in  
the social hall during Fellowship and  
enjoy donuts with parish friends.  Song  
sheets will be provided.  Families and  
friends are encouraged to join in cheer.

vOlUNTeeRS ARe NeeDeD!
Next Saturday on  
December 17th gifts will  
be distributed to the  
families.  Volunteers are  
needed!  If you are  
interested, please call  
the Christian Service  
Office at 248-476-7677,  
ext. 204.
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GOSPEL  
MEDITATION

GOSpel eNACTmeNT OF THe  
CHRiSTmAS STORY
Children of the parish,  
preschool through 5th  
grade, are invited to  
participate in the St. Gerald  
Gospel Enactment of the  
Christmas Story at the 4:00  
PM Christmas Eve Mass.  
There will be one rehearsal,  
with distribution of  
costumes on Saturday,  
December 17th at 11:30 AM.  
Please contact Mary Taylor  
by December 12th to sign  
up at 248 4767677, ext. 201  
or marytaylor.sgp@gmail.com.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
ST. GERALD 2022 CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL 

ANGEL TREE
 

This year St. Gerald will once again have a special CHRISTmas Tree with colored glass angels. These angels will be a memorial gift to  
the families who would like to contribute towards our CHRISTmas decorations. After CHRISTmas, the families who have contributed  

will be able to take an angel home as a remembrance of their loved one(s).
If you would like to contribute, the suggested donation is $10.00 per name. Just fill out this form. Place your form and donation in an  

envelope marked “Angels” and drop it in the collection basket at weekend Masses or bring it to the Parish Office. 
 

Please, clearly print your name, phone number and each memorial name.   A list of the donors and memorial names will appear in the  
New Year’s edition of the Voice.

 
(Deadline for donations is Friday, December 16)

 
In Memory of: ________________________________________________________

                                                (Please legibly print name of deceased)
 

Remembered by: ______________________________________________________
                                 (Your Name)

 
Your phone number: ___________________________________________________

                                                (In case we need to verify the spelling of a name)
 
 

Please make checks payable to St. Gerald Church.
 

 Let us welcome our newest family to 
St. Gerald:

 
 Marc and Erica Fazio and Family

 
We welcome you! 

HeROiC meN SUmmiT - 
iDeNTiTY OF THe CATHOliC mAN

(2 HOuR ViRTuAl EVENT WiTH POWERFul SPEAkERS) 
 

Don't wait until 2023 to catch a new vision.  
Join the Summit.

 

Please join us as Fr. John Riccardo, John Edwards  
and Dominic de Souza connect on how our  
Catholic Identity as men impacts every other part  
of our lives (as husbands, fathers, career, and  
servant-leaders in our communities).
 
WHAT:  The men of St. Gerald, St. Aidan, 
               St. Michael and St. Priscilla are invited to
               meet together as a Family of Parishes to
               view  the above virtual event.  This event is 
               absolutely FREE. 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, December 17th at 11:30 AM to 
               2:30 PM  (presentation starts at noon).  
               Food and beverage will be provided 
               courtesy of the Knights of Columbus.
 
WHERE:  St. Michael's Church, 11441 Hubbard, 
                 Livonia.  School.  Cafeteria at southeast
                 portion of school.
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 ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
Office Hours

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday thru Thursday.  Closed Friday.
(secretary at lunch 12:00 pm—12:30 pm)

 
STAFF

      Parish Office  (248) 477-7470
Reverend Krzysztof Nowak, Pastor  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 203
Mary Hoots, Administrative Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 212     
Email:  stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com
 

 All other offices dial (248) 476-7677 
Christian Services
Matthew Yokom:  Christian Service Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . x  204
      Cell:  313-205-8633
      Email:   myokom.sgp@gmail.com
 
St. Vincent de Paul   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    x 220
 
Education  
Mary Taylor:  Director Religious  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 201
      Email:  marytaylor.sgp@gmail.com
 
Music  Ministry
Mary Melonio:  Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x  222
      Cell:  734-578-4179 or Email:  mmelonio@aol.com
Worship Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x 202
Norma Battel                
       Email:  stgeraldworship@gmail.com
 
Youth Ministry
Gerryanna Luscri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x  208
      Email:  gerryanna.youthministry@gmail.com
 
Maintenance                                                                Accountant
 Tom Kruger                                                                    Kim Smith

 
 SACRAMENTS

 
Rite of Reconciliation:                                                 Sacrament of the Sick:
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30PM                                    Please call the office.
 
 
Baptism:
Please be aware that first time parents must attend a short baptism prep class prior to  
the baptism of their child. Arrangements for baptism may be made by calling the Parish  
Office.
 
Matrimony:
St. Gerald Parish is pleased to marry registered parishioners and their children.  
Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of the wedding date. Please  
call the Parish Office.
 
Registration of new members:
Please see Fr. Kris after Mass or call the Parish Office. Registration forms are located on  
the shelf in the classroom hallway and the gathering space of the church for your  
convenience. After you fill it out, just give it to Fr. Kris or drop it off in the Parish Office.  
Thank you!
 
RCIA: Would you or someone you know want to become a full member of the Catholic  
Church? Please call Fr. Kris (248) 477-7470 for more information.

 
WE WELCOME YOU TO ST. GERALD CATHOLIC PARISH!

 
If you are new to the area, we look forward to meeting you personally. If you have not  
been active in the practice of the Catholic faith, we encourage you to return. If a  
previous marriage has kept you from receiving the Sacraments, we invite you to call the  
rectory at 248-477-7470. In many cases, Fr. Kris can work with you to find a favorable  
solution.
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eveRYDAY STeWARDSHip - ReCOGNize GOD iN YOUR ORDiNARY mOmeNTS
 

The Season That Gives Back.  I don’t have anything left to give.  
You can’t pour from an empty cup.   All I do is give. Who is giving to me?

 
Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through your head. I’m sure they occur to all of us from  
time to time. We can become so easily depleted by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God has  
called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a demanding professional career or the caretaking of friends and  
family (or as so often happens, a hybrid of all three). Many of us also undergo certain seasons — seasons of  
the year, but also seasons of life — that seem to sap us of energy and leave us totally empty.
 

In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the spirituality of Everyday Stewardship. Graciousness,  
mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — maintaining some semblance of these  
characteristics in our daily life feels not only overly optimistic, but totally impossible.
 

The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops.  
Advent is one such season, and the Scriptural passages we reflect on at Mass during these four weeks are  
filled with images of nature defied. We see the dry steppe blooming. We see the weak made firm. We see  
the frightened made strong. We see the lame walk. We see the Virgin give birth.
 

If you think you don’t have anything left to give this Advent, think again. This is the season of miracles when  
what we thought was depleted brings new life.    — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi



WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren
313-278-0380

25685 W. 10 Mile Rd
248-356-7625

www.monuments1947.com$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
248-213-9248 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home

Farmington’s Catholic and Family Owned
 Funeral Home since 1850

Traditional Funerals, Cremation & Memorial Services

 23720 Farmington Rd
 Downtown Farmington

 248-474-5200
 Parish Members

WWW.HEENEY-SUNDQUIST.COM

CHARLES STEP
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICES

Charles r. step (2014)
Charles J. step 
Monty s. Wulff

18425 Beech Daly Road
313-531-1888
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Contact Dave Polansky
to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6326



 V I K I N G
 PLUMBING, INC.
 All Residential 
 Plumbing Services,
 Drain Cleaning
  and Video Inspection

Call Mark Buckhave
(248) 471-5010

Licensed Master Plumber

DON’SDON’S
 PLUMBING PLUMBING
248-349-0675248-349-0675

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood

MIKE’S
PLUMBING

Complete Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Master Plumber
 MICHAEL J. WOOD
734-421-4633
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BREAKFAST • BRUNCH • LUNCH
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL

Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Limit one coupon per table. Expires 12/31/22

248-994-7388
27909 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME

33603 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48335

248.474.4131
Catholic Family Owned and Operated

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget tree ServiceBudget tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub removal • loT ClearingS
Tree & Shrub Trimming • STorm Damage • FirewooD

 FREE ESTIMATES  FREE ESTIMATES 800-964-7785800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured


