
OFFICE HOURS�

Monday through Thursday�

9:00 a.m. �  4:30 p.m.�

�

DECEMBER 12, 2021    THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

21300 FARMINGTON ROAD, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN   48336�

Phone:  248�477�7470     |     Fax:  248�477�3878     |     Website:  stgeraldparish.org�
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  Roman Catholic Church 

 

A Servant Church  

of the Archdiocese of Detroit 

�

�

�

�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Weekend Mass�

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:15 a.m. �

and 12:00 Noon �

�

Weekday Mass�

Monday, Tuesday, Friday:  �

9:15 a.m.�

Thursday Evening: 7:00 p.m.�

�

RITE OF RECONCILIATION�

Saturdays: 3:30 � 4:30 p.m.�

�

�

�

�

MISSION STATEMENT�

�

St. Gerald Roman Catholic 

Church is a welcoming, inclusive 

parish striving to be a reflection 

of Christ.  Guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we are dedicated to 

strengthening our faith through 

reverent and uplifting worship, 

serving those in need, and living 

the fullness of the Gospel with all 

God’s people.�
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�

Monday:� Nm 24:2�7, 15�17a/Ps 25:4�5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8�9 [4]/Mt �

� 21:23�27�

Tuesday:�Zep 3:1�2, 9�13/Ps 34:2�3, 6�7, 17�18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt�

� 21:28�32�

Wednesday:� Is 45:6b�8, 18, 21c�25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, 13��

� 14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b�23�

Thursday:�Is 54:1�10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5�6, 11�12a, and 13b [2a]/Lk�

�  7:24�30�

Friday:� � Gn 49:2, 8�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4ab, 7�8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1�17�

Saturday:�Jer 23:5�8/Ps 72:1�2, 12�13, 18�19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18�25�

Next Sunday:�Mi 5:1�4a/Ps 80:2�3, 15�16, 18�19 [4]/Heb 10:5�10/�

� Lk 1:39�45�

�

�
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 WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

D������� 13 � D������� 17�

�

�

Monday  9:15 AM�

Michael Dombe�

Requested by Halyna Bialczyk �

�

Tuesday  9:15 AM�

Victoria Coville�

Requested by Family�

�

Wednesday   �

No Mass�

�

Thursday 7:00 PM�

Kattan Family�

Requested by Suad Kattan�

�

Friday  9:15 AM�

Michael Dombe�

Requested by Jackie Pfalser�

�

FOURTH SUNDAY�

OF ADVENT�

       �

       5:00 PM              December 18   Fr. Roodbeen�

�

For�

Edward Weberlein�

Requested by �

Dennis & Sharon Weberlein�

�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

Isabelle Gerhart�

�

        8:30 AM             December 19   Fr. Kris�

�

For�

Amedeo Picano�

Requested by �

Julee Berger�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

Jim Bergin�

       10:15 AM            December 19    Fr. Kris�

For�

Phyllis Albis�

Requested by �

Mary Taylor�

�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

�

Angela McLoughlin�

�

       12:00 PM            December 19     Fr. Briffa�

For�

Steven Bonadeo�

Requested by Kathy Egbers 

& Rosalie Rudzki�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

Paul Radzilowski�

December 19, 2021�

S�. G����� O����� G����� �

Online Giving of Donations through Simple Give is 

available and simple to use.  Please visit our Parish 

Website at stgeraldparish.org and click on Online Giving 

to get started or call the Parish Office for instructions.  �

�

If you prefer to give by check or cash, collection baskets 

are located in the back of the church for your weekly 

donation or you may drop your donation in the Parish 

Office.  Thank you for your continued support of St. 

Gerald Parish.�

Sharmella Kerbawy� Kimberly Plonka� Art Mikkola�

Karen Bayer� Pat Centers�Joan Goniea�

Robert Bliss�

Those who wish to give to Immaculate Conception 

through online giving can do so now through 

December 12th.   And those who wish to give online 

for Religious Retirement can do so now through 

December 19th.  If you are donating to Religious 

Retirement with an envelope, please place it in the 

collection basket located in the back of the church.  

Thank you!�

Anna D’Orazio�

Ida Picano�

 

St. Gerald Parish  

Advent Reconciliation Service  

with individual confession and absolution  

 

Monday, �

December  13th�

at 7:00 PM�

�
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The Father’s Love - Advent 

Devotions are available to 

parishioners on the table in 

the gathering space of the 

church.  Please take only one 

per family.  Thank you! 

Reading I                                       Zep 3:14�18a�

�

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!  Sing joyfully, O 

Israel!  Be glad and exult with all your heart,�

O daughter Jerusalem!  The LORD has removed 

the judgment against you he has turned away your 

enemies; the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your 

midst, you have no further misfortune to fear.�

On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Fear 

not, O Zion, be not discouraged!  The LORD, 

your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior;�

he will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew 

you in his love, he will sing joyfully because of 

you, as one sings at festivals.�

�

Responsorial Psalm�

�

Reading II                                           Phil 4:4�7�

�

Brothers and sisters:�

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I shall say it 

again: � rejoice!  Your kindness should be known 

to all.  The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, 

but in everything,  by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving,�make your requests known to God.�

Then the peace of God that surpasses all 

understanding�will guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.�

�

Alleluia�

�

Gospel                                                                    Lk 3:10�18�

�

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”  He 

said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks should share  

with the person who has none.�  And whoever has food should 

do likewise.”  Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they 

said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”  He answered 

them,� “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”  Soldiers 

also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?”�

He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse 

anyone,� and be satisfied with your wages.”  Now the people 

were filled with expectation,  and all were asking in their 

hearts�whether John might be the Christ.  John answered them 

all, saying,  “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier 

than I is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his 

sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.�

His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor�

and to gather the wheat into his barn,  but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.”  Exhorting them in many other ways,��

he preached good news to the people.�

Just a reminder that the Christmas collection is the 

one collection that the entire dollar amount remains 

directly here at St. Gerald Parish.  The rest of the 

donations to the parish throughout the year are 

subject to a 7% assessment by the Archdiocese of 

Detroit.  As always, thank you for your generous 

support and consideration.�

If you wish to make an offering for Christmas 

through Simple Give on�line, you can do so 

from December 19 until December 31.�

O0����1 O� “C4��5���5 W�7��”�

Christmas Wafers (Oplatki) are available this weekend after all the 

Masses on the table in the gathering space of the church and in the 

Parish Office during our regular office hours:  Monday through 

Thursday, 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  If you would like an Oplatki and are 

unable to come during office hours, please call 248�477�7470 and 

other arrangements can be made.  A freewill donation would be 

appreciated!�

E���:��: S��;���54�0 � �

R��<���=� G<� I� Y<?� O������: M<����5�

�

The Well That Never Dries Up�

Depending on how your mood is today, the words of Paul will hit you 

differently. “Rejoice always,” he tells us. Well, if your football team is 

poised to win this weekend or next, maybe you’re really feeling this 

vibe. But if you’ve got a long slog at work ahead of you this week and 

a to�do list that only seems to grow and never shrink, it may make you 

grumble. “Rejoice always? Always? When I’m tired? Cranky? When 

I’m sick of doing and giving? Thanks, Paul. I’ll be sure to scribble 

that phrase on a Post�It and stick it to my dashboard for when some 

entitled punk inevitably cuts me off on tomorrow’s morning 

commute.”�

�

When we feel this way, we know it’s time to head back to the well. 

Think of all the places in Scripture where God compares His love, His 

mercy, His salvation to water. And not just any water � living water, 

water that moves. God’s strength is not a stagnant puddle sure to 

evaporate and disappear. It’s water you can keep coming back to. It’s 

water that never dries up. �

�

Which is good news for us, because we never stop failing to do what 

we should, never stop failing to feel the joy and the compassion and 

the selflessness we are called to. We need a source of living water if 

we are going to ‘rejoice always.’ To be everyday stewards, we need a 

well that never empties. �

�

The fountain of salvation never dries up. There is always more there 

for us to draw from. It’s a sign of His commitment � so let us, in 

turn, be committed to Him.  � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi�
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If you have a fever or cough or are not feeling well, please 

stay home until you feel better.  Remember it is not a sin to 

miss Mass because you are ill.  �

CSA 2021 C�	
��� U
�����

196 members have donated thus far.  If you have not 

donated to CSA for 2021 and need a pledge card, please 

call the Parish Office as we have blank cards available.  �

�

Our CSA goal for 2021 is $70,574.00.  Please consider 

making a donation.  We are asking each family to contribute 

$285.00 this year to meet our goal, but whatever you are 

able to donate would help us get closer to our goal.�

�

It is also important to remind you that any shortfall to the 

goal of $70,574.00 has to be made up from our savings 

account.  Your generous support of past CSA efforts at St. 

Gerald have been most appreciated.�

�

Please note the new address on the return envelope is directed 

to Minnesota.  Also, all checks should be payable to The 

Archdiocese of Detroit�CSA.  If you choose to give on�line, go 

to http://stgerald.aodcsa.org�

�

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact the Parish Office at 248�477�7470.�

2021 CSA Pledges To Date�

$70,574.00�

$50,231.00�

$20,343.00�

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist says, 

“Whoever has two cloaks should share with the 

person who has none.  And whoever has food 

should do likewise . . . ”�

�

Christmas is a time of love and gift giving . . . Please 

share your abundance by giving a gift to the Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul so that those who do not have  

clothes and food can share in the blessing of Christmas.�

SAVE the DATE!�

Roadside Christmas Caroling at St. Gerald�

on Sunday, December 19th 

11:15 AM to Noon.�

Come sing and bring cheer to 

others.�

Get a doughnut at Fellowship 

and dress warm.��

Song sheets will be provided.��

The Knights of Columbus will 

have buttons available this 

weekend before and after all the 

masses encouraging people to 

Keep Christ In Christmas.  A 

free will donation would be 

appreciated!  Please wear one 

and help us all to Keep Christ in Christmas! �

�

ST. GERALD PARISH�

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE�

�

�

Daily Mass�M, T, F�9:15 AM; Th�7:00 PM; �

First Saturday�9:15 AM�

�

Weekend Mass�Dec. 18�19�

Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:15 

AM, 12 Noon �

�

Christmas Eve�Friday, December 24�

4:00 PM Mass, 6:00 PM Mass, 10:00 PM Choir Mass, 

Midnight Mass�

�

Christmas Day�Saturday, December 25�

9:00 AM Mass & 11:00 AM Mass�

�

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph�

Sunday, December 26�

8:30 AM Mass, 10:15 AM Mass & 12 Noon Mass�

�

New Year’s Eve, Friday, December 31�

9:15 AM Mass & 5:00 PM Vigil Mass�

�

New Year’s Day, Feast of Mary, �

Holy Mother of God�

Saturday, January 1 � 10:00 AM Mass�

�

Feast of the Epiphany�

Saturday, January 1  � 5:00 PM, �

Sunday, January 2 � 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM & 12 Noon 

Masses�

�

First Friday observance�adoration, Friday, Jan. 7�

Adoration begins after the 9:15 AM Mass and ends 

at 5:00 PM with Benediction �

�
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ST. GERALD 2021 CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL �

ANGEL TREE�

�

This year St. Gerald will once again have a special CHRISTmas Tree with colored glass angels. These angels 

will be a memorial gift to the families who would like to contribute towards our CHRISTmas decorations. After 

CHRISTmas, the families who have contributed will be able to take an angel home as a remembrance of their 

loved one(s).�

�

If you would like to contribute, the suggested donation is $10.00 per name. Just fill out this form. Place your 

form and donation in an envelope marked “Angels” and drop it in the collection basket at weekend Masses or 

bring it to the Parish Office. �

�

Please, clearly print your name, phone number and each memorial name.   A list of the donors and memorial 

names will appear in the New Year’s edition of the Voice.�

�

(Deadline for donations is Monday, December 20, 2021)�

�

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________�

                                                (Please legibly print name of deceased)�

�

Remembered by: ______________________________________________________�

                                                (Your Name)�

�

Your phone number: ___________________________________________________�

                                                (In case we need to verify the spelling of a name)�

�

Please make checks payable to St. Gerald Church.�

C4��5���5 V<�?����� O00<��?���: A� 

A�<�4�� W�: P�������: C������

�

Annual Christmas Blessing Event�

Thursday, December 16�

�

In need of:�

�� Volunteers�

�� Homemade cookies (30 dozen total)�

�� Snacks�

�� Water bottles and juice boxes�

�� $5.00 gifts for mothers and fathers�

�� Books for ages 0�12�

�

Please contact Alyssa at 248�471�5858 

to volunteer or for more information.�

Let us welcome our �

newest members�

�

Sharon and Ralph Koch and Family�

�

Welcome to St. Gerald!  �

We are glad you are here.�

C4����: C�5��< B?5 T<?��

Join us at Firekeepers Casino in 

Battle Creek on Wednesday, 

January 12th.  The bus leaves St. 

Gerald parking lot at 9 AM and 

returns at 6 PM.  For information 

and to sign up call:  Richard Smith 

(313�421�0204), Bruce Roberts 

(248�756�9257) or Richard 

Rosowski (248�477�2511).�
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SACRAMENTS 

 

Rite of Reconciliation:                        Sacrament of the Sick:         

Saturdays from   3:30-4:30PM                  Please call the office.              

 

Baptism:  

Please be aware that first time parents must attend a short baptism prep 

class prior to the baptism of their child. Arrangements for baptism may 

be made by calling the Parish Office. 

 

Matrimony:  

St. Gerald Parish is pleased to marry registered parishioners and their 

children.  Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of 

the wedding date. Please call the Parish Office. 

 

Registration of new members:   

Please see Fr. Kris after Mass or call the Parish Office.  Registration 

forms are located on the shelf in the classroom hallway and the 

gathering space of the church for your convenience.  After you fill it out, 

just give it to Fr. Kris or drop it off in the Parish Office.  Thank  you! 

  

RCIA:  Would you or someone you know want to become a full member of 

the Catholic Church?  Please call Fr. Kris (248) 477-7470 for more 

information. 

 

WE  WELCOME YOU TO ST. GERALD CATHOLIC PARISH!   

If you are new to the area, we look forward to  meeting you personally.  If 

you have not been  active in the  practice of the Catholic faith, we 

encourage you to return.  If a previous marriage has kept you from 

receiving the Sacraments, we invite you to call the rectory at 248-477-

7470. In many cases, Fr. Kris can work with you to find a favorable 

solution.   

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Office Hours 

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday thru Thursday.  Closed Friday. 

(secretary at lunch 12:00 pm—12:30 pm) 

 

STAFF 

 

      Parish Office  (248) 477-7470 

 

Reverend Krzysztof Nowak, Pastor  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 203 

 

Mary Hoots, Administrative Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 212      

Email:  stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com 

 

       All other offices dial (248) 476-7677  

 

Christian Services  

Matthew Yokom:  Christian Service Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . x  204 

Cell:  313-205-8633 

Email:   myokom.sgp@gmail.com 

 

St. Vincent de Paul   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    x 220 

 

Education   

Mary Taylor:  Director Religious  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 201 

Email:  marytaylor.sgp@gmail.com 

 

Music  Ministry 

Mary Melonio:  Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x  222 

                                    Cell:  734-578-4179 or Email:  mmelonio@aol.com 

 

Worship Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x 202 

Norma Battel                 

                  Email:  stgeraldworship@gmail.com 

 

Youth Ministry 

Gerryanna Luscri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x  208 

                   Email:  gerryanna.youthministry@gmail.com 

 

Maintenance                                                             Accountant    

Tom Kruger                                                                 Kim Smith 

T��=O P��:�� 

S�������

�

�

St. Michael Church will be 

having an Advent Candlelight 

Service on Sunday, December 

12th at 7:00 PM.  St. Michael 

is located at 11441 Hubbard in 

Livonia.  Please come and join 

us for a peaceful reflective 

evening during this busy time.�

G<50�� M�������<��
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�

“From silly devotions and sour�faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!" St. Teresa of Avila�

�

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In many ways, it really is. When 

was the last time you really laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible things 

that are yet to be. Imagine a world filled with laughter. We take life too seriously sometimes. 

Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad other human experiences 

can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. God never promised us an easy road, and we do have 

to take the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a balance to be sought and a possible 

joy that can be brought even to the darkest and most challenging of encounters.�

�

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material objects surrounding us 

but in the inner recesses of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in a palace.” 

Falling in love with God, who is present in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth of 

understanding to everything we do and experience. We can more easily see above and beyond 

things while pursuing the only One who can truly satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, 

the king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further misfortune to fear. We can 

celebrate the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of joy. It is no wonder that many saints radiate 

joy and have no reservations expressing laughter. They are happy because they have found a 

pearl of great price.�

�

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we 

ready ourselves, even more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be 

discouraged. If you haven’t laughed in a while, why? Something is preventing you from 

expressing the magnificence of your soul and the presence of God who dwells within. God’s 

power and presence within us assures us that we are loved and kept in that presence. What 

more is really needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God! It really is the best medicine 

and a most perfect way to convince others that God is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! Live 

your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is the sister of charity. 

Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina)  ©LPi�
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 Hartford &
 Ratliff Co.
 “My Comfort Experts”
 Since 1955

IndustrIal • CommerCIal • resIdentIal

32708 West 8 Mile Rd. 
Farmington, MI 48336

www.MyComfortExperts.com
(248) 471-3110

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren
313-278-0380

25685 W. 10 Mile Rd
248-356-7625

www.monuments1947.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

BREAKFAST • BRUNCH • LUNCH
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL

Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Limit one coupon per table. Expires 12/31/21

248-994-7388
27909 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills

Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home

Farmington’s Catholic and Family Owned
 Funeral Home since 1850

Traditional Funerals, Cremation & Memorial Services

 23720 Farmington Rd
 Downtown Farmington

 248-474-5200
 Parish Members

WWW.HEENEY-SUNDQUIST.COM

CHARLES STEP
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICES

Charles r. step (2014)
Charles J. step 
Monty s. Wulff

18425 Beech Daly Road
313-531-1888

Contact Dave Polanskyto place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or(800) 477-4574 x6326 
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Parkview
memorial

Cemetery
Serving the Community

Since 1926
34205 5 Mile Rd.,

Just West of Farmington Rd.

734-421-6120

 V I K I N G
 PLUMBING, INC.
 All Residential 
 Plumbing Services,
 Drain Cleaning
  and Video Inspection

Call Mark Buckhave
(248) 471-5010

Licensed Master Plumber

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME

33603 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48335

248.474.4131
Catholic Family Owned and Operated

DON’SDON’S
 PLUMBING PLUMBING
248-349-0675248-349-0675

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood

MIKE’S
PLUMBING

Complete Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Master Plumber
 MICHAEL J. WOOD
734-421-4633


