
OFFICE HOURS�

Monday through Thursday�

9:00 a.m. �  4:30 p.m.�

�

NOVEMBER 28, 2021    FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

21300 FARMINGTON ROAD, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN   48336�

Phone:  248�477�7470     |     Fax:  248�477�3878     |     Website:  stgeraldparish.org�

The St. Gerald Voice 

�

  Roman Catholic Church 

 

A Servant Church  

of the Archdiocese of Detroit 

�

�

�

�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Weekend Mass�

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:15 a.m. �

and 12:00 Noon �

�

Weekday Mass�

Monday, Tuesday, Friday:  �

9:15 a.m.�

Thursday Evening: 7:00 p.m.�

�

RITE OF RECONCILIATION�

Saturdays: 3:30 � 4:30 p.m.�

�

�

�

�

MISSION STATEMENT�

�

St. Gerald Roman Catholic 

Church is a welcoming, inclusive 

parish striving to be a reflection 

of Christ.  Guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we are dedicated to 

strengthening our faith through 

reverent and uplifting worship, 

serving those in need, and living 

the fullness of the Gospel with all 

God’s people.�



�
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�

�

�

�

Monday:� Is 2:1�5/Ps 122:1�2, 3�4b, 4cd�5, 6�7, 8�9/Mt 8:5�11�

Tuesday:�Rom 10:9�18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18�22�

Wednesday:� Is 25:6�10a/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29�37�

Thursday:�Is 26:1�6/Ps 118:1 and 8�9, 19�21, 25�27a [26a]/Mt �

� 7:21, 24�27�

Friday:� � Is 29:17�24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13�14 [1a]/Mt 9:27�31�

Saturday:�Is 30:19�21, 23�26/Ps 147:1�2, 3�4, 5�6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/�

� Mt 9:35�10:1, 5a, 6�8�

Next Sunday:�Bar 5:1�9/Ps 126:1�2, 2�3, 4�5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4�6, 8��

� 11/Lk 3:1�6�

�

L��������	 P��	�������, I���
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� ��� ����	:   � � ����://���.�����.��/���)�

 WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

N������� 29 � D������� 4�

�

�

�

Monday  9:15 AM�

Francis Doré �

Requested by June Doré �

�

Tuesday  9:15 AM�

Paul and Paula Thompson�

Requested by Angela and John McLoughlin�

�

Wednesday  NO MASS�

�

Thursday 7:00 PM�

Dobbs, Kemp, Trayer,�

Robrecht and Goderman Families�

Requested by C. Kemp�

�

Friday  9:15 AM�

Gerald Makowski�

Requested by Makowski Family�

�

Saturday  9:15 AM�

For All Our Parishioners�

�

SECOND SUNDAY�

OF ADVENT�

       �

       5:00 PM              December 4   �

�

For�

Bernice, Louis & �

Dennis Kaye�

Requested by �

Joseph Pavco�

�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

Alice Sheehan�

�

        8:30 AM             December 5  �

�

For�

Amedeo Picano�

Requested by �

Tony & Anna Drazio�

�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

Rosa Russenberger�

       10:15 AM            December 5  �

For�

Eglandina Valente�

Requested by �

Family�

�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

�

Scott Horsburgh�

�

       12:00 PM            December 5   �

For�

Brent Taylor�

Requested by Mary Taylor�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

Jeff Antoun�

December 5, 2021�

First Friday, December 3,  

� � � � Exposition of  the Blessed 

Sacrament following the  

9:15 AM Mass until 5 PM 

Benediction.   Adorers Are Needed.  

Sign-up sheet is in the  

gathering space. 

S�. G����� O����� G����� �

Online Giving of Donations through Simple Give is 

available and simple to use.  Please visit our Parish 

Website at stgeraldparish.org and click on Online Giving 

to get started or call the Parish Office for instructions.  �

�

If you prefer to give by check or cash, collection baskets 

are located in the back of the church for your weekly 

donation or you may drop your donation in the Parish 

Office.  Thank you for your continued support of St. 

Gerald Parish.�

Sharmella Kerbawy� Kimberly Plonka� Art Mikkola�

Karen Bayer� Pat Centers�

Joan Goniea� Robert Bliss�

  Joe Pierozysnki�  Dan Eastwood� Joe Camilleri�

Those who wish to give to Catholic Charities of 

Southeast Michigan through online giving can 

do so now through November 28th.   And those 

who wish to give online for Immaculate 

Conception can do so now through December 

12th.  Thank you for your generosity!�

 

Please remember to pick up 

a 2022 Calendar.  They are 

located on the table in the 

main entrance of the church.   

Anna D’Orazio�

The Father’s Love - Advent Devotions are available to 

parishioners on the table in the gathering space of the church.  

Please take only one per family.  Thank you! 



 �
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As we begin Advent we are called to “wait” in joyful anticipation for the grace of Christmas to once again bless 

our lives. Wherever you live in our parish, there are poor families within walking distance of your home. When in 

need, they ring the rectory bell. They are, in effect, ringing your doorbell.�

�

Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul poor box will help the �

poor celebrate the grace of God’s love this Christmas.�

Reading I  � � � � � � � � � � � � � Jer 33:14�16�

�

The days are coming, says the LORD,  when I will 

fulfill the promise� I made to the house of Israel and 

Judah.  In those days, in that time,� I will raise up for 

David a just shoot ;� he shall do what is right and just 

in the land.  In those days Judah shall be safe �

and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;  this is what they 

shall call her:  “The LORD our justice.”�

�

Responsorial Psalm�

�

Reading II  �� � � � � � � � 1 Thes 3:12�4:2�

�

Brothers and sisters:�

May the Lord make you increase and abound in love 

for one another and for all, just as we have for you,�so 

as to strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in 

holiness before our God and Father  at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. �Amen.�

�

Finally, brothers and sisters, we earnestly ask and 

exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, as you received 

from us how you should conduct yourselves to please 

God and as you are conducting yourselves you do so 

even more.  For you know what instructions we gave 

you through the Lord Jesus.�

�

Alleluia�

�

Gospel  �� � � � � � � � � � � Lk 21:25�28, 34�36�

�

Jesus said to his disciples:�

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,�and 

on earth nations will be in dismay,  perplexed by the roaring 

of the sea and the waves.  People will die of fright �

in anticipation of what is coming upon the world,  for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then they will 

see the Son of Man  coming in a cloud with power and great 

glory.  But when these signs begin to happen,� stand erect 

and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.�

�

“Beware that your hearts 

do not become 

drowsy� from carousing 

and drunkenness  and the 

anxieties of daily life,�and 

that day catch you by 

surprise like a trap.  For 

that day will assault 

everyone who lives on the 

face of the earth.�

Be vigilant at all times� and pray that you have the strength��

to escape the tribulations that are imminent�  and to stand 

before the Son of Man.”�

�

O������ O� “C�������� W� ��”�

The Christmas wafer is a Central European Christian 

Christmas tradition celebrated in Polish, Slovak, Lithuanian and 

Italian families during Wigilia (Christmas Eve Vigil).The 

unleavened wafers are baked from pure wheat flour and water, 

are usually rectangular in shape and very thin; they are identical 

in composition to the Host used during a Catholic mass 

however, they are not consecrated. Wafers are embossed with 

Christmas related religious images, varying from the nativity 

scene, especially Virgin Mary with baby Jesus, to the Star of 

Bethlehem.  Family members and friends break off a small 

piece of the opłatek wafer and give it to one another along with 

a blessing. Breaking off and exchanging part of opłatek with 

someone is symbol of forgiveness between two people and is 

meant to remind participants of the importance of Christmas, 

God, and family.  The tradition of sharing the wafer is one of 

the rich variety of traditions that Poles still celebrate during 

Christmas Eve Supper, which is the most elegant and 

pompous evening in the whole year.  Why not start a new 

tradition this year.  Oplateks are available in the Parish Office 

and will be available after all the Masses on the weekend of 

December 4/5.  A Free Will donation is not required, but would 

be appreciated!  �
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If you have a fever or cough or are not feeling well, please 

stay home until you feel better.  Remember it is not a sin to 

miss Mass because you are ill.  �

CSA 2021 C%&'%()* U',%-.�

187 members have donated thus far.  If you have not 

donated to CSA for 2021 and need a pledge card, please 

call the Parish Office as we have blank cards available.  �

�

Our CSA goal for 2021 is $70,574.00.  Please consider 

making a donation.  We are asking each family to contribute 

$285.00 this year to meet our goal, but whatever you are 

able to donate would help us get closer to our goal.�

�

It is also important to remind you that any shortfall to the 

goal of $70,574.00 has to be made up from our savings 

account.  Your generous support of past CSA efforts at St. 

Gerald have been most appreciated.�

�

Please note the new address on the return envelope is directed 

to Minnesota.  Also, all checks should be payable to The 

Archdiocese of Detroit�CSA.  If you choose to give on�line, go 

to http://stgerald.aodcsa.org�

�

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact the Parish Office at 248�477�7470.�

2021 CSA Pledges To Date�

$70,574.00�

$48,156.00�

$22,418.00�

�

�

�

�

�

�

L� ����� C�������� C�����

�

Lifespan Christmas cards will be 

available for purchase after all the 

Masses on the weekend December 4/5.�

In a special way, our Book of Remembrance is placed out for 

the month of November as a way to remember our loved ones.  

You may fill in names of your beloved dead.  We pray that they 

enjoy the Heavenly Banquet Christ has prepared for them. �

F���� W������ A�������� T� O�����

Fresh Wreaths will be for sale after all the 

Masses on Sunday, December 5

th

. The 

proceeds of this sale will help in supporting 

the Boy Scout Troop in which two of our 

students participate. The wreaths are priced 

at $27 for the smaller size and $37 for the 

medium size.  The stand will also be 

available for $6 each. Please consider 

supporting this worthwhile activity. �

Congratulations to Bill and Chris Hudy 

as they celebrate 50 years of marriage!�

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

2ND BANN 

 

Let us pray for Jennifer M. Kopeck 

and Joseph D. Russell as they 

prepare to be joined in Holy 

Matrimony at St. Gerald Parish on 

December 11, 2021.  

�

�

Monday, �

December  13th�

7:00 PM�
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C�������� G� � T�� W�������

�

This year Christmas gift tags for the needy are available in the social after all masses this weekend.  Please maintain 

distance between the person in front of you and next to you when looking at the tags. Please note the gifts are due 

back the weekend of December 11

th

 and 12

th

.  �

�

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry and we look forward to another successful Christmas 

program this year.  God’s Blessings!  �

We welcome you to participate in our Advent Prayer Reflection Service �

�

T��(� P��*�� �� S+���*,�N������� 28�� �� 5:00 PM�

�

"Taizé Prayer" is a distinctive style of meditative prayer developed by an ecumenical community of monks in 

rural France. This quiet, moving reflective prayer combines elements of the Church's traditional Liturgy of the Hours with 

elements of contemplative meditation. A typical Taizé prayer service incorporates periods of silence with meditative readings from 

Scripture, prayers of praise and intercession, and the frequent repetition of simple, contemporary chants based on the Psalms or 

other parts of Scripture. Short songs or chants, repeated over and over, create a meditative environment and express basic realities 

of faith which can be easily grasped by the mind and the heart. The result is to gradually move prayer from the head to the heart.�

�

The Taizé Community describes the power of its unique musical style in this way:�

�

"As the words are sung over many times, this reality gradually penetrates the whole being. Meditative singing thus becomes 

a way of listening to God. It allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together and to remain together in attentive 

waiting on God, without having to fix the length of time too exactly....�

�

These songs also sustain personal prayer. Through them, little by little, our being finds an inner unity in God. They can 

continue in the silence of our hearts when we are at work, speaking with others or resting. In this way prayer and daily life 

are united. They allow us to keep on praying even when we are unaware of it, in the silence of our hearts."�

ST. GERALD 2021 CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL �

ANGEL TREE�

�

This year St. Gerald will once again have a special CHRISTmas Tree with colored glass angels. These angels 

will be a memorial gift to the families who would like to contribute towards our CHRISTmas decorations. After 

CHRISTmas, the families who have contributed will be able to take an angel home as a remembrance of their 

loved one(s).�

�

If you would like to contribute, the suggested donation is $10.00 per name. Just fill out this form. Place your 

form and donation in an envelope marked “Angels” and drop it in the collection basket at weekend Masses or 

bring it to the Parish Office. �

�

Please, clearly print your name, phone number and each memorial name.   A list of the donors and memorial 

names will appear in the New Year’s edition of the Voice.�

�

(Deadline for donations is Monday, December 20, 2021)�

�

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________�

                                                (Please legibly print name of deceased)�

�

Remembered by: ______________________________________________________�

                                                (Your Name)�

�

Your phone number: ___________________________________________________�

                                                (In case we need to verify the spelling of a name)�

�

Please make checks payable to St. Gerald Church.�
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SACRAMENTS 

 

Rite of Reconciliation:                        Sacrament of the Sick:         

Saturdays from   3:30-4:30PM                  Please call the office.              

 

Baptism:  

Please be aware that first time parents must attend a short baptism prep 

class prior to the baptism of their child. Arrangements for baptism may 

be made by calling the Parish Office. 

 

Matrimony:  

St. Gerald Parish is pleased to marry registered parishioners and their 

children.  Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of 

the wedding date. Please call the Parish Office. 

 

Registration of new members:   

Please see Fr. Kris after Mass or call the Parish Office.  Registration 

forms are located on the shelf in the classroom hallway and the 

gathering space of the church for your convenience.  After you fill it out, 

just give it to Fr. Kris or drop it off in the Parish Office.  Thank  you! 

  

RCIA:  Would you or someone you know want to become a full member of 

the Catholic Church?  Please call Fr. Kris (248) 477-7470 for more 

information. 

 

WE  WELCOME YOU TO ST. GERALD CATHOLIC PARISH!   

If you are new to the area, we look forward to  meeting you personally.  If 

you have not been  active in the  practice of the Catholic faith, we 

encourage you to return.  If a previous marriage has kept you from 

receiving the Sacraments, we invite you to call the rectory at 248-477-

7470. In many cases, Fr. Kris can work with you to find a favorable 

solution.   

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Office Hours 

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday thru Thursday.  Closed Friday. 

(secretary at lunch 12:00 pm—12:30 pm) 

 

STAFF 

 

      Parish Office  (248) 477-7470 

 

Reverend Krzysztof Nowak, Pastor  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 203 

 

Mary Hoots, Administrative Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 212      

Email:  stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com 

 

       All other offices dial (248) 476-7677  

 

Christian Services  

Matthew Yokom:  Christian Service Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . x  204 

Cell:  313-205-8633 

Email:   myokom.sgp@gmail.com 

 

St. Vincent de Paul   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    x 220 

 

Education   

Mary Taylor:  Director Religious  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 201 

Email:  marytaylor.sgp@gmail.com 

 

Music  Ministry 

Mary Melonio:  Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x  222 

                                    Cell:  734-578-4179 or Email:  mmelonio@aol.com 

 

Worship Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x 202 

Norma Battel                 

                  Email:  stgeraldworship@gmail.com 

 

Youth Ministry 

Gerryanna Luscri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x  208 

                   Email:  gerryanna.youthministry@gmail.com 

 

Maintenance                                                             Accountant    

Tom Kruger                                                                 Kim Smith 

�

ST. GERALD PARISH�

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE�

�

�

Daily Mass�M, T, F�9:15 AM; Th�7:00 PM; First Saturday�9:15 AM�

�

Weekend Mass�Dec. 4�5, 11�12, 18�19�

Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM, 12 Noon �

�

Christmas Eve�Friday, December 24�

4:00 PM Mass, 6:00 PM Mass, 10:00 PM Choir Mass, Midnight Mass�

�

Christmas Day�Saturday, December 25�

9:00 AM Mass & 11:00 AM Mass�

�

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph�

Sunday, December 26�

8:30 AM Mass, 10:15 AM Mass & 12 Noon Mass�

�

New Year’s Eve, Friday, December 31�

9:15 AM Mass & 5:00 PM Vigil Mass�

�

New Year’s Day, Feast of Mary, Holy Mother of God�

Saturday, January 1 � 10:00 AM Mass�

�

Feast of the Epiphany�

Saturday, January 1  � 5:00 PM, �

Sunday, January 2 � 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM & 12 Noon Masses�

�

First Friday observance�adoration, Friday, Dec. 3 & Jan. 7�

Adoration begins after the 9:15 AM Mass and ends at 5:00 PM with Benediction �

�

First Saturday Masses�

Saturday, December 4� 9:15 AM Mass �

S�. A���� �

A����� P������:� �

C�����, C���� H C��I��

L������, C����� H �

S����A�L����

�

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

at 4:00 PM�

�

Donation:� $5.00 and/or two 

canned food goods for 

Christmas Food baskets for 

the needy�

�

St. Aidan:� �

17500 Farmington Road, 

Livonia�
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 Hartford &
 Ratliff Co.
 “My Comfort Experts”
 Since 1955

IndustrIal • CommerCIal • resIdentIal

32708 West 8 Mile Rd. 
Farmington, MI 48336

www.MyComfortExperts.com
(248) 471-3110

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren
313-278-0380

25685 W. 10 Mile Rd
248-356-7625

www.monuments1947.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

BREAKFAST • BRUNCH • LUNCH
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL

Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Limit one coupon per table. Expires 12/31/21

248-994-7388
27909 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills

Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home

Farmington’s Catholic and Family Owned
 Funeral Home since 1850

Traditional Funerals, Cremation & Memorial Services

 23720 Farmington Rd
 Downtown Farmington

 248-474-5200
 Parish Members

WWW.HEENEY-SUNDQUIST.COM

CHARLES STEP
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICES

Charles r. step (2014)
Charles J. step 
Monty s. Wulff

18425 Beech Daly Road
313-531-1888

Contact Dave Polanskyto place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or(800) 477-4574 x6326 
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Parkview
memorial

Cemetery
Serving the Community

Since 1926
34205 5 Mile Rd.,

Just West of Farmington Rd.

734-421-6120

 V I K I N G
 PLUMBING, INC.
 All Residential 
 Plumbing Services,
 Drain Cleaning
  and Video Inspection

Call Mark Buckhave
(248) 471-5010

Licensed Master Plumber

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME

33603 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48335

248.474.4131
Catholic Family Owned and Operated

DON’SDON’S
 PLUMBING PLUMBING
248-349-0675248-349-0675

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood

MIKE’S
PLUMBING

Complete Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Master Plumber
 MICHAEL J. WOOD
734-421-4633


